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Tourism De Force
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David Hoffman and Carlos de Varona know about occupational hazards.

[n the name of work, they've driven an Alfa Romeo off a cliff in Gubbio,

[taly; boarded a 10-hour flight from Ireland to Miami while nursing

newly broken ribs; and fended off Moroccan policemen who sought to

confiscate their equipment.

Hoffman, 23, and de Varona, 22,

aren't stunt men. They're the team

behind DavidsBeenHerecom, a viral, voyeuristic venture that was boen,

like so many Interner-age companies,
from the sort of smple idea you
can’t believe you didn't have first.
“Since | traveled so much growing
up, my friends were always asking
me for travel advice. That's when [
realized | could make a living doing
this,” Hoffman explains. A bomn
businessman notorious in high school
for his contraband muffin operation,
Hoffman conceived the interactive
travel website as 2 senior at che
University of Miami. A year ago, he
teamed up with de Varona wo launch
the site, which can be likened to
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DAVID'S HOTS Prada meakers,
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summers in Factern Europe,
Croasian women, German beer,
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2 You Tube for young travelers

except that the content is original. De

Varona, a music-video industry alum, shoots the under-five-minute videos,

while Hoffman acts as the virtual tour guide.

The business entails traveling 300 days a year, sampling international

cuisine and investigating the local party scenes with the dedication of

cultural anthropologists. Yet de Varona insists it's not all fun and games.

"We're like rock stars on tour, except we can’t party every night. Imagine
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if we were shooting and slurring
our words,” he says.

In June, the duo departs on
a 180-country tour. The site,
5,000
unique monathly visitors, had to be
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revamped to accommadate all the

video they expect to produce. Wi
no return date scheduled, Hoffman
acknowledges another danger of
the wvagabond lifestyle: “Ies hard
to keep a relationship,” he admits.
“Bue it’s a sacrifice we're willing to
make. Why give up our dreams for
a possibiliey?” [




